
The Ruckstell Review is a publication of the Model T Ford Club of San Diego, a chapter of the MTFCA 

The Ruckstell Review is the monthly publication of the Model 

T Ford Club of San Diego. Annual dues are $20. The club 

holds a dinner meeting on the second Wednesday in odd-

numbered months and tours during even-numbered months. 

The date of the next event can be obtained by calling any of 

the club officers or by checking the Upcoming Events listing 

in this issue. 

The club is a Chapter of the Model T Ford Club of America, 

310 N. 8th St., Richmond, IN 47374. Membership information 

for the “National’ can be obtained from any officer. The main 

publication of the MTFCA is the Vintage Ford, which alone is 

well worth the national dues of $50 per year. Lifetime mem-

berships are also available. 

 National Website:  https://www.mtfca.com 

 SD Website:  www.mtfcsd.org 

The Model T Ford Club of San Diego—2024 Board 

 President Kirby Pray 619-972-1138 

Vice President Rick Bucklew 858-277-5421 

Secretary  Janna Laughon 619-933-6205 

Treasurer Karen Pepe 951-699-9620 

Membership Mandy Ryan 619-438-2809 

Tour Chairman John Chapman 619-384-2871 

Editor  Diane MacPherson 760-443-5879 

Historian Eric Brown 760-484-8603 

Sunshine Chair Susie Murdock 619-295-8357 

Member at Large John Wilkinson 619-588-1347 

Past President Janna Laughon 619-933-6205 
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June 14—corrected start location 

Truck Museum and Buffalo Soldiers Museum 

Meet 8:30am 

Campo Truck (Motor Transport) Museum & Buffalo Soldiers Museum Tour  

Start point: parking lot north of the El Cajon Courtyard Marriott on Magnolia; meeting at 

8:30am departing at 9:00am.   The lot can accommodate trail-

ers. Traveling first to the Campo Truck Museum, then lunch at 

the Campo Cafe, followed by a tour of the Buffalo Soldiers Mu-

seum.  Requesting trouble truck 

drivers, please contact Janna. 

R.S.V.P. to Janna:  

jannalaughon@gmail.com 

mailto:jannalaughon@gmail.com?subject=June%2014%20Campo%20tour
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President’s Message 

June 2025 

Greetings all! 

 

We had our General Meeting this month and I have to say the 

turnout was a bit on the lighter side side. Besides Board mem-

bers I think there were only seven members including Ray and 

Roy Galdi from North County. They announced another tour for 

June 28th to the Vista Tractor Museums show. Lots of fun and 

details elsewhere in the Ruckstell. 

 

Also elsewhere in the Ruckstell you’ll find the date change for 

the Campo Tour to the Transport Museum and the Buffalo Sol-

diers Memorial. June 14th. Plenty of upcoming tours clear into 

November! 

 

As for those General Meetings, WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU 

JOIN US! WE MISS YOU! And as always, you are all welcome to 

our board meetings as well. 

 

Thank you,  

      Kirby 
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OLD CAR CLUB ACTIVITIES 

 CALENDAR 

Link to Old Car Club Activities Calendar hosted by 

Model T Club and HCCA member Newell Booth: 

https://goo.gl/k7u5Ri 

 

Click on the link above or Ctrl+click OR copy the above 

address, paste into your browser’s search bar. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
2025 

 
June 14 Campo Museums Tour 

July 17 Chula Vista Nature Center 

July 19 Long Beach Model T Swap Meet 

Sept 2-6  Nevada Tonopah-Goldfield Tour 

Oct 4-5 Speedster Run, Borrego Springs 

Oct 16-19  The Last Roundup Tour  

Nov 7-9 Brawley Tour 

https://goo.gl/k7u5Ri
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38th Annual Speedster Run 

October 4 & 5, 2025 

Borrego Springs, CA 

“We’ve been here before, but found a new route!” 

 

Hotel Information: 

Palm Canyon Hotel & RV Resort   Call: Group Sales Reservations Office 

$169 a night plus TAX - No added resort fee  Monday-Friday 8 AM-5 PM  (805)691-8086 

Discount rate is available until Sept 3, 2025  Mention – Model T Ford Club of San Diego 

Rooms have either a KING bed or 2 QUEEN beds 

RV sites are available 

 

November 7-9, 2025 
 

Mark your calendars and save the date for 

November 7-9 Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo 

Weekend: 

In addition to participating in the 2025 

Brawley Cattle Call Rodeo Parade on Sat-

urday Nov 8th we have a weekend of fun 

stuff in the works. Club members will need 

to arrive on Friday Nov 7th so we can all be there for the Saturday AM parade start time. (Time to be deter-

mined.) 

Enjoy our hotel group-rates offered by The Best Western Inn - Brawley @ $162.00 a night + tax. Reserve 

now by using the below link. Be sure to "Edit Your Stay" if you are only staying two nights. 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.05681.html?groupId=T70YU9Y5 

Your credit card is required to hold the room but will not be charged until we arrive in November. 

 Please note:  

The hotel reservation link, by default, is for three nights. While you are making your reservation be sure to 

select "Edit your Stay" & “Save” if you are only staying for two nights. Most of us will be staying only two 

nights. (Friday night & Sat night.) 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.05681.html?groupId=T70YU9Y5
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Vista Antique Gas & 

Steam Engine Museum & 

Celebration of Life for Florine Galdi Tour 

Saturday June 28th 

 

Time  9:30am 

Meet at the Living Spaces 

furniture store parking lot 

1900 University Drive 

Vista, CA 92083 

cross street Sycamore Ave 

off Hwy 78 next to Walmart 

 

Depart at 10am 

for a back road tour to the museum. 

All antique cars enter for free admission. 

 

RSVP 

Contact- Ray Galdi 

(760) 727-3526 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

1st John Chapman 

5th Sandra Faydo 

7th Mike Socha 

13th Rick Bucklew 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

3rd John Wilkinson 

5th Karen Pepe 

25th Bob Bishop 

28th Larry Faydo 

Deadline for submissions for the July news-

letter is June 24, tour info, pictures, “for 

sale” ads to:   

dianemac2015@gmail.com. 

 

Business-Card Sized Ads are free to club members. Send a 

clean scan , artwork or photo of your card via email to 

Diane. 

  Thank you for your newsletter contribu-

tions:  Ross Nelson, Kirby Pray, John Chap-

man, Eric Brown, Ron Lambrecht, Janna 

Laughon, and all who contributed. 

  For all the rest of you, if you have articles, 

photos or a tech article to share, please 

send them along!  Diane 

Hotel Del Coronado-restored lobby, below. 

See Blast from the Past on pages 9 and 10 for more fasci-

nating history on the Del. 

 

San Diego T Club scheduled tours 

 

July 4 – Coronado Independence 

Day Parade  

July 17 – Chula Vista Nature Center  

Sept 2-6 – Nevada Tour (Janna) 

Oct 4 & 5 – Speedster Run (John C) 

Oct 16-19 – Last Round-Up (Ron) 

Nov 7-9 – Brawley Rodeo and Parade 

(Ross) 

mailto:dianemac2015@gmail.com?subject=For%20the%20Ruxtell%20Review
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Minutes of the General Meeting - May 14, 2025 

Held at Maggie’s Café in Serra Mesa 
Start Time: 6:39 PM 

 

Attendees: 18 

 

Welcome: Kirby opened the meeting 

 

Pledge of Allegiance, New members and Visitors: 

 

Announcements: Jay Watkins attended the Bakersfield Swap Meet. Jerry Sherman came home with a 
Model A Flatbed. 

 

REPORTS: 

President Kirby – Jerry Sherman couldn’t attend because his poodle had seven puppies this morning! Any-
one interested in a standard poodle puppy? 

 

Vice President Rick – Hopes to build up our membership 

 

Secretary Janna –  

Renewed our current PO box for another six months for $105 

Added Website Security to our site - approx. $58 a year for five years 

Acquire MTFCSD.com domain in May 2026 

Borrego Springs Speedster Run hotel reservations for Oct 4 – Call 1(805)691-8086 – mention Model T 
Ford Club of San Diego – $183 for the night (no resort fee) 

 

Treasurer Karen – $7,048 in bank (some is from Ron’s tour) and $267 in cash,  

 

Tour Chairman John C – Reported on these future tours: 

June 14 – Campo Truck Museum & Buffalo Soldiers (Ross) 

June 21 – All-Ford Picnic at Santee Lakes 

June 28 – Vista Gas/Steam Tractor Museum multi-club event (Galdi brothers) 

July 4 – Coronado Independence Day Parade (Janna) 

July 17 – Chula Vista Nature Center (John C & Janna) 

Sept 2-6 – Nevada Tour – may be put on hold until 2026 (Janna) 

Oct 4 & 5 – Speedster Run (John C) 

Oct 16-19 – Last Round-Up Tour (Ron) 

Nov 7-9 – Brawley Rodeo and Parade (Ross) 



The Ruckstell Review         8                          June 2025 

Minutes of the General Meeting - May 14, 2025 
continued 

 

Editor Diane – Couldn’t attend. Please submit newsletter info to her by the 24th of the month. 

  

Membership Mandy – received lots of positive responses and a few corrections to the PDF roster. She will 
email the updated version before the next general meeting. Let her know if you find any errors. She’s working 
on updating the bylaws with Janna. 

 

Historian Eric – History happens every day! 

 

Member-at-Large John W – Could not attend.  

 

Sunshine Chair Susie – Let her know if anyone needs a sympathy card. Longtime member, Stephanie Ter-
rell, passed away in April. 

 

Past President Janna – She and Mandy are in the process of updating the Bylaws. Please let her know if 
there are any corrections needed. When updated, the bylaws will be on the website, 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: Ross won the 50/50 drawing 

Sharing: After many weeks of waiting, Bob Anderson’s speedster is back from Tom Leroux’s garage. No 
more smoking engine! Janna and John C both broke their crankshafts within a two-week period. Their cars 
are both at Tom Leroux’s being repaired. We hope no one else catches the broken crankshaft virus! 

 

End Time: 7:32 PM Kirby closed the meeting. 

 

Respectfully, 

Janna Laughon  

    Stephanie Terrell 

    Rest in Peace 
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Blast from the Past 
By Eric Brown 

 

With Summer speeding towards us like Rocky Mountain brake-equipped T going backwards down-

hill, I decided to write a short something about arguably San Diego’s most enduring landmark, the 

Hotel del Coronado. It is currently (as of May) fresh off a six-year, $550 million renovation. Go and 

see it if you can! – Eric 

 

Brief History of the Hotel del Coronado 

 

 One of the last-surviving Victorian

-era wooden beach resorts in the world, 

the Hotel del Coronado (“Hotel Del” for 

short) begins its story in the mid-1880s 

with the purchase of 4,000 acres of land 

on Coronado Island for a measly 

$110,000 (about $3.1 million today…

what a deal!) by a group of five former 

executives. At that time, it was common 

for a California developer to build a 

grand hotel to draw visitors to an otherwise barren landscape; other examples include The Holly-

wood Hotel in Hollywood, the Raymond Hotel in Pasadena, the Hotel Del Monte in Monterey, and 

Hotel Redondo in Redondo Beach. Of these, only the Hotel del Coronado and the Hotel del Monte 

still exist, and only the Hotel del Coronado still functions as a working hotel.  

After some initial work founding the city and attracting residents with a land auction, construc-

tion of the hotel began in May 1887 with over 250 workers working diligently to shape the hotel out 

of lumber imported from all over the country: Douglas fir for framing and California redwood for exte-

rior siding (thought to be termite resistant); hemlock and cedar were also on order. The lobby fea-

tured Illinois white oak, and the Crown Room ceiling would be done in Oregon sugar pine, chosen 

for its lack of knotholes. Landscaping for the hotel was completed by Kate Sessions (namesake of 

the popular San Diego park). The electricity was installed by the Mather Electric Company out of 

Chicago (not Thomas Edison, contrary to popular belief), making it the first hotel and generally one 

of the largest buildings in the country to have been “electrified.” The Del also supplied electricity to 

the city of Coronado for many decades. Other technological assets of the newly constructed Califor-

nia resort included steam-powered hydraulic elevators (among the first in the country), a state-of-the

-art fire sprinkler system, and telephone service. Construction and furnishing was completed in Feb-

ruary 1888 to the total cost of $1 million. Room rates started at $2.50 a day. 
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Blast from the Past, continued 
By Eric Brown 

 

of the largest buildings in the coun-

try to have been “electrified.” The 

Del also supplied electricity to the 

city of Coronado for many dec-

ades. Other technological assets 

of the newly constructed California 

resort included steam-powered hy-

draulic elevators (among the first in 

the country), a state-of-the-art fire 

sprinkler system, and telephone 

service. Construction and furnishing was completed in February 1888 to the total cost of $1 million. 

Room rates started at $2.50 a day. 

Coronado was a popular tourist destination for decades following the hotel construction. Those that 

could not afford to stay at the hotel stayed in a “tent city” that was established by the hotel in a near-

by area, which existed until 1938. The hotel was a popular getaway for Hollywood stars, authors, 

and U.S. Presidents, with many of them staying there over the years. Many movies were filmed on 

the premises as well (with 1958’s “Some Like it Hot” being one of the most well-known). The hotel 

housed many soldiers and naval officers during World War 2, but was never officially comman-

deered by the military as many other similar hotels were during the time (including the aforemen-

tioned Hotel del Monte, which still exists as part of a naval academy). The first major renovation oc-

curred in 1961, just in time for a skyrocketing of popular access to the hotel with the completion of 

the Coronado bridge in 1969. The hotel was declared a national historic landmark in 1977. The ho-

tel has expanded, added-on, changed hands, and been renovated many times over the years, but 

no renovation has been as extensive as it’s most recent that finished this year. Given its status as a 

San Diego icon, it should be around for years to come. 
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An invitation to HCCA, Model T, and Packard Club members and any other collector-car enthu-

siast: 

Brad Zemcik will be presenting three FREE slide shows in 2025 of two world-class car muse-

ums: AutoWorld in Brussels, Belgium and The Louwman Collection in The Hague, Netherlands. 

These will be presented before three general meetings of the Antique Automobile Club, San 

Diego Region (AACA-SD), as listed below. The AACA-SD meets the first Monday of every 

month, except July, at the Joyce Beers Community Center at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego, 

CA 92103. This is across the street from the Hillcrest Ralphs and Trader Joe’s center. Social be-

gins at 6:30PMand meeting begins at 7:00PM. The presentations are the first 30-40 minutes 

before a break for treats and drinks, then the general club business meeting which you are 

welcome to stay for but not mandatory. 

 

January 6, 2025 – AutoWorld, Brussels, Belgium 

April 7, 2025 – The Louwman Collection – Part 1, The Hague, Netherlands 

 

ONE LAST SHOW!! 

June 2, 2025 – The Louwman Collection – Part 2, The Hague, Netherlands 

 

The presentations cover all makes that are in these world-class collections. 

To RSVP (or For more information) contact Brad at zman92107@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Contributed by Sam Judd 

FREE Slide Shows of 2 World-Class Auto Museums 
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